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MEDIA RELEASE September 21, 1988
UM'S WILDLIFE BIOLOGY PROGRAM LURES 
ILLINOIS STUDENT WITH PERFECT ACT SCORE
By Janice Downey 
UM News and Publications
Of the million-plus high school juniors and seniors who took 
the ACT Assessment during the 1986-87 school year, one of six 
students who earned a perfect standard score will be on the 
University of Montana's fall roster.
Paul Sweet of Zion, 111., will pursue what he calls his 
lifelong interest in wildlife biology as a freshman at UM. He 
plans to become a researcher to benefit national parks and 
wildlife refuges.
"The University is strongly committed to attracting the very 
best students," UM President James V. Koch, said. "Paul Sweet is 
an excellent example of that type of student, and we are pleased 
that he has chosen UM to further his education."
A National Merit Scholar, Sweet earned about a 3.8 grade 
point average, but five of the last 12 credits he took were the 
equivalent of a college freshman course.
Colleges began sending Sweet recruiting information when he 
scored well on the pre-SAT exam he took as a sophomore. More 
mail, including some from UM, flowed in junior year with the 
results of his ACT score. When it came time to choose a college,
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what appealed most to Sweet was UM's wildlife biology program and 
its location.
"I can’t wait to get up into the mountains again,” Sweet 
said in a recent telephone interview. "It's exciting."
However, facing the prospect of not being able to go home as 
often as his friends who went to nearby Illinois schools can, 
Sweet says that if it weren't for his major and UN's program, he 
would have gone to school closer to home.
Sweet, a longtime member of the National Audubon Society, 
said his interest in wildlife biology stems from living in 
southern Arizona, Hawaii and Maryland -- not near Chicago -- as 
well as hiking with his family. In Maryland he joined a bird­
watching class and made countless visits to the Smithsonian 
Institution's Museum of Natural History in Washington, D.C.
"If you've ever been up to the top of the Sears Tower in 
Chicago, especially on a rainy day, there’s one color that 
strikes you above everything else," Sweet said. "It's Gray.
"I look out and think, Boy, this is one of the great 
cities, right? But standing atop Trail Ridge in Colorado's Rocky 
Mountain National Park looking out over that valley, it drops 
away at your feet, with lakes hanging on a side of a mountain, 
spruce trees all around. Oh boy, it's really a sight to see."
In addition to his college-entrance-exam achievements, Sweet 
took part in such academic competitions as the Warren Antioch 
Math Invitational as well as the Science Olympiad at Illinois
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State University. In two years of participating at a regional 
competition for tree and organism identification, he earned two 
first-place medals.
In the athletic field, he placed 30th as a junior in the 
regional cross-country meet and was also a middle-distance runner 
for his high school track team. He also played volleyball and 
bowled for local teams.
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